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"ft** is i*r p;'*i*eti*n e:':ri ih+ inc!g* biu* is ?tr icvc p*','rer," N*u

L*rbiia';,a*" ifts cr!v!rg i*rc* behii':ci th* H'ri*:Ig *{ist*rhr:tc, ioras

ilai!''tt;lig i* e:i eir**iairl-:* d***rated and trleai+d :kiii *i th* v"iv-

?*t*z:4 g*ii*r';, !-iar:*i;raii: fi*:. ti'rr fi*art.

T1* rir.-:e*g i-;:a:{'iie t:':* b*si k**lrft.*f ai! ih* ia* eti:nic gro*os
'ir,a e,a*. 

=*i'i*ps, 
:he i-.:*st l*isci*d*rslc*,j. f lee i;rg pers*ruii*r"t

4,ai'r- r,a*4= *i the l-jai': *aj*riiy i:.: Chi;-;e, ih*y r.r:igr*ted st*e*i!y
s+l;i- !-iG i-a*:, V!*tl:am *nd Th*iiand. lndi.;stri*i;s *;':* f*r'*ci-

r:";;!y i*d*pr-ii*:.':i, ih*ir ie::iii*s and hai':d*rafts ar* imbi-;e* *'riih

:pir!iua iii;i lhat i;*derpin: :hs; r idext;1"!'.

'All our textiles and motifs are sacred," Nou went
on. "Hemp for instance represents the protective
spirits," her hands going to the beautifully em-
broidered pendant she wore suspended on hemp
cord. We want to take the story of hemp to the
future generations."

!-lem* !s ir-rcr*esi;':giy i:'': d*;-*and, in f*s.ti**, indi.:stry anC :'i:*di-

*!**. ?h* i:-':r:!ustriai var!et7 iea.rneii!s saiv;*] vuhi*h is u*ed by ti'r*

i*in**g, i: !adrn wiift ca*nabidi*i iC*&i *:ei!.li in the t.eaimc*t
*i -ari*-: aii;';:*i.ris, inc!*ding *!*bet*s *nJ e r!lepsy.

!n Laes;i !.5i:ii r*gard+ri wiih 5cn:* suspici*n. But ih!nge *re
gr'*du*i!y *ne :.:gii:9. "'.#* have il**;: i:":vitsd i* j*ii": th* CTOF i:r*-
gr*:-:'r i*:':* disl:i;i aile pr**L;rli. 3* th*i giu*s :.rr en ap**rti:nit:-
ic pr**'i*te *,;r pr*du*is *v*r * wi**r fi*id."
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"But our designs have been taken from Lts," NoLl ad-
ded. "My sister bought a fake Hmong scarf in Wal-
mart. We don't want to lose our art to fakes, we want
to take back our designs and textiles. They are our
pride. We want to teach young Hmong that all de-
signs have meaning; animals represent spirits. lt's
not only money, Sure we need that, but our culture
is more important; to love and share what we make
and to hold onto our stories."

";i!h*+ ::* ?:i::::t,*1 z*iar:i} {t?.+ 1-* t{zi:, {.,.i* Sisi*r;:**d gir*s ;,;*;"tng

rtji-**!19 .v*=*ii r*;:f !**:;rg il'crrr ^rz. r:;-g :l .l.tai;otai *;'':rl i*e h*ir*i
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Sisterh**d Handicrafts
Lady's Handbag
Pr*ducts are handmade frorn enrrironmentally materiais, ava!la-
ble in Laos *nd neighb*uring ecuntries. 0ur *rtisans use design
and motifs tradiiionally seen in Hn:ong and other ethnie texti-
ies. All prcceeds direet!y b*nefit the artisans and the pr*ject.
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Sistenhood Handicrafts
Lady's Handbag
"Red is for proteciion and indigo blue is for love power"


